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FACTS & FIGURES ABOUT HEARING  
Hearing loss is a significant world-wide problem, requiring an 
increase in awareness and public health action.  Here we look at 
the top facts about hearing loss, as listed by the World Health 
Organization. 
 

· There are 360 million persons in the world with disabling 
hearing loss This is 5.3% of the world’s population, and 32 million 
of these are children.  

· Chronic ear infections are a leading cause of hearing loss 
Prevalence of ear infections ranges from 1% of the population in 
developed countries to 46% in developing countries.  Ear infections 
can be managed effectively through medication and surgery, but 
left untreated can cause permanent hearing damage and life threat-
ening complications.  

· Noise is a major avoidable cause of hearing loss In many 
countries, excessive noise has become the most compensated occu-
pational hazard.  

· Hearing loss can be due to the use of medications Some 
medications (including some antibiotics and anti-malarial drugs) 
can lead to irreversible hearing loss. This can be prevented through 
awareness amongst health-care providers.  

· Up to 5 of every 1000 infants have disabling hearing loss 
Early detection and management is important in providing appro-
priate support for hearing-impaired babies.  

· Nearly one out of every three persons over 65 are affected 
by hearing loss Left untreated, hearing loss affects communica-
tion and can contribute to social isolation, anxiety, depression and 
cognitive decline. Age-related hearing loss can be managed effec-
tively through a variety of means, including hearing aids.  

· 50% of hearing loss is preventable through public health 
action Effective actions include immunisation, healthy ear care 
habits, and effective treatment of ear conditions.  

· There are an estimated 56 million hearing aid users world-
wide Current hearing aid production meets only 3% of the need in 
developing countries.  

 

Extracted from http://www.who.int/  
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See page 2 for details 
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